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Construction is now complete! See how Kettle Moraine facility  
updates are benefiting students and our community.

Thank  
   You!
for your 
     support!

FOR OUR RENOVATED SPACES

It’s been more than two years since the Kettle Moraine community passed a $49.6 million 
referendum that allowed for major improvements in the areas of capital maintenance, 
safety and security, technology infrastructure and learning spaces. Last fall we celebrated 
the completion of construction at all four elementary school buildings, and this fall 
marked the completion of projects at the middle and high school campuses. Students, 
staff and community are thoroughly enjoying the new spaces. We are extremely thankful 
to you — our community members — for your financial support that made our school 
renovations possible. Learn more about the improvements on pages 4 and 5.

INSIDE:  
Laser Excellence 

Citizenship & Personal 
Development

Tax Information
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SUPERINTENDENT 
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

INVITATION TO MEET WITH  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment: 262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Thank you for your continuing support.   
     Pat Deklotz, Ph.D.

This Communicator highlights 
many of the celebrations we have enjoyed 
this school year. We have been blessed in 
many ways by many people. Our com-
munities support our schools and your 
investment makes a tremendous dif-
ference. Please take time to review the 
improvements made possible by the 2014 
referendum. While there are needs that 
still remain, the investment made in our 

facilities is having a significant impact on the work that we do and the 
sustainability of our buildings. 

This issue also looks at work we do to develop citizenship and personal 
development. Aligning our efforts with the habits of mind framework, 
we strive to give students the opportunity to develop life skills that 
will serve them well into their futures. An aspect of those life skills is 
an understanding and involvement in the process of our government. 
Participating in a forum with state legislators and registering to vote 
are some examples of how we try to raise student awareness of their 
opportunities to influence their government. 

One such policy we continue to monitor is the funding of our 
schools. You will soon receive your property tax bills and will likely 

see an increase in your taxes, attributed to our schools. Please read 
the article on school tax and funding to better understand this com-
plicated issue. While Kettle Moraine is recognized as being fiscally 
conservative and utilizing all of the tools provided through Act 10, 
taxes continue to increase due to the formula the state uses to fund 
schools. If you have questions on this or any topic, I am happy to 
meet with you.

Bottom line, we have much to celebrate and we are extremely  
grateful. We work hard to meet the needs of our students and community, 
believing firmly that together, we are making a difference.

HONOR AN EDUCATOR!
Are you looking to make a lasting gift this holiday season? The Honor an  
Educator wall is now up on the KMHS campus! This long-lasting campaign 
allows students, families, colleagues and community members to honor and 
thank any Kettle Moraine staff member with a gift to the Kettle Moraine 
Education Foundation. Funds raised through the campaign will be used for 
scholarships and grants to enhance educational experiences for KM students. 

All gifts will be acknowledged with a special card sent to the educator being 
honored. Gifts of $50 or more will receive a plaque on the wall. Each plaque 
includes the name of the educator or group of educators being honored, as well 
as the name of the individual, family or group who is honoring the educator. 
Learn more and make a gift today at www.kmeducationfoundation.org. 

SUPPORT KM SCHOOLS THROUGH AMAZON SMILE
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, you could easily be making a 
donation to the Kettle Moraine Education Foundation. Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com to make your purchases. Select Kettle Moraine 
Education Foundation as your charity and KM schools will receive 
.5% of your purchase. Thank you for your support!

TRIVIA NIGHT RAISES  
$21 K FOR FITNESS CENTER!
Thank you to the many attendees, 
volunteers, supporters and sponsors 
of the 2016 Kettle Moraine Educa-
tion Foundation Trivia Night! The 
evening raised money for additional 
equipment to be purchased for the 
Fitness Center on the KMHS Campus, which is utilized by hundreds 
of Kettle Moraine students and athletes each year. For an event 
recap, visit www.kmsd.edu/trivianight. 

FPO

DISTRICT   



KMSD  
CELEBRATES 
DEDICATION 

Learn more about these 
individuals and their 
respective awards at  
www.kmsd.edu/staffawards

Making a  
Difference Award 
Vaughn DeFouw,  
District Coordinator of  
Computer Services

Making a  
Difference Award 
Charlie Bagdassian,  
School Psychologist, KMHS

Innovator Award  
Shane Gutbrod,  
STEM Educator, KMMS

Educator 
of the Year 
Minoru Ikeda,  
Educator of Students  
with Disabilities,  
Cushing Elementary

Continuous  
Learner Award  
Leah Oates,  
1st–2nd Grade Educator, 
Cushing Elementary

The Kettle Moraine School District 
annually honors exceptional staff 
members with awards for their 
dedication and service. 

With great appreciation,  
we thank you!

Educator  
of the Year 
Stephen Plum,   
Science Educator & 
Director, High School  
of Health Sciences

EXCELLENCE
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ACADEMICS

ATHLETICS

   Four students from the Class of 2017 were 
named National Merit® Semifinalists:  
Ethan Suhr, KM Perform; Grace Stippich, 
Chloe Spang, and Aidan Deaven, KMHS.

   KMHS students Mahi Gokuli, McKenna 
Macfarland and Abigail Schubert; KM 
Perform student Alex Meeth and KM 
Global student Emma Healy were named 
National Merit® Commended Students.

   KM Global and KM Perform were recog-
nized as two of America’s Top High Schools 
for 2016 by Newsweek Magazine. Out of 
500 high schools, KM Global was ranked 
#130 and KM Perform was ranked #341.

   The Girls Cross Country Team completed 
the most successful season in the 44 year 
history of the program, with a 3rd place 
finish at State. 

   The Girls Golf Team finished 8th at State. 

SERVICE
   KM DECA held a Father Daughter Dance 
to benefit its chapter and the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association (MDA). Thanks 
to the community’s support, DECA also 
collected a truck full of food for the Kettle 
Moraine Food Pantry in October. 

   The Kettle Moraine School District recog-
nized two “Partners in Education” this fall. 
Renee Manion was honored for her work 
bringing educational programs to parents 
through the KM Parent Resource Network. 
Jan Frans was honored for developing the 
Oasis Project, which connects current and 
retired educators to students in need of 
tutoring and other services. 

ARTS

   KM Perform seniors Ethan Suhr and 
Alex Meeth produced a 16-minute film, 
Rocket Kin, which was chosen as an Offi-
cial Selection for the All American High 
School Film Festival held in October in 
New York City. Rocket Kin is the story 
of a struggling family forced to build a 
rocket in order to save themselves from 
their dying world. Meeth and Suhr wrote 
the screenplay and Jeremy Reutebuch 
composed an original score. The cast 
included Meeth as well as Lukas Jaeger, 
Kimberly Laberge, Tamsin Olson, and Kim 
Crabb. Rocket Kin was also chosen for the  
Milwaukee Film Festival’s Youth Show. 

WEB EXTRA
Watch  
Rocket Kin

www.kmsd.edu/
webextra
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SCHOOLS   

n SAFER AND MORE SECURE
n FLEXIBLE FOR LEARNING
n COMFORTABLE FOR STUDENTS

n EQUIPPED WITH TECHNOLOGY
n ENERGY EFFICIENT
n ADA COMPLIANT

KM BUILDINGS ARE NOW

Watch these videos to see how our new spaces have improved  
student learning. Visit at www.kmsd.edu/facilities. 

SAFETY &  
SECURITY
Improvements to the safety 
and security of KM buildings 
was a critical component of 
the referendum. Learn how all 
schools now have controlled 
access entryways, security 
cameras, a visitor management 
system and other features that 
help keep students, staff and 
visitors safe.

TECHNOLOGY  
INFRASTRUCTURE
Technology supports learning 
now more than ever. Learn 
how the referendum helped 
bring KM up-to-date with its 
technology infrastructure, 
dramatically improving 
connectivity for students and 
staff, providing more time and 
opportunities for learning.

RENOVATED  
LEARNING SPACES
Just as business work 
environments are changing,  
so are classroom environments 
changing. The referendum 
allowed us to renovate learning 
spaces to gain more flexibility 
for large group instruction and 
small group collaboration.

CAPITAL  
MAINTENANCE
The majority of referendum 
dollars were spent on capital 
maintenance projects. The 
building envelopes were 
addressed - doors, windows, 
roofing and masonry restoration. 
All KM schools are now more 
energy efficient and comfortable 
for learning. 

Thank     You!
for your 
     support!
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KM MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS UPDATES
The following projects are now complete at the middle school:

• Controlled access entryway

• Renovated office area

• Renovated cafeteria/flexible learning space

• Remodeled restrooms

•  Updated large/small group learning spaces in houses

• New finishes - flooring and paint

•  New fire alarm devices, clocks, wireless access 
points and card access security devices

• New windows and portions of roof

• Improved HVAC

The middle school house areas (pictured above) now have windows 
from classrooms out to the house common space, which allows for 
students to break out into smaller groups while still being supervised.  

KM HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS UPDATES
The high school is now enjoying the following updates:

• Controlled access entryway

• Renovated cafeteria/commons

• New art suite

• New music ensemble area and practice rooms

• New spaces for KM Global

• Remodeled restrooms

•  New fire alarm devices, clocks, wireless access 
points and card access security devices

• New windows and portions of roof

• Improved HVAC

The renovated cafeteria (pictured on cover) and new commons space 
(above) at the high school are equipped not only for eating, but with 
comfortable, collaborative spaces and technology to support learning.

KM SAVES MONEY WITH WALES  
SEWER CONNECTION
Prior to now, the KM High School Campus, District Office and Wales Elementary oper-
ated with septic systems. For several years, the Village of Wales has been working with 
state legislators and others to build sewer pipes and connect to the City of Waukesha’s 
waste treatment facility to provide a more efficient and cost effective waste disposal 
system. Over the summer this became a reality. The transition from septic to sewer will 
save KMSD thousands of dollars annually. School Board President Gary Vose recently 
recognized Wales Village President Jeff Flaws for his leadership and dedication to 
seeing this project to completion.  

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Photos courtesy of Eppstein Uhen Architects 



KM’S FOCUS ON  
READINESS HABITS
Education in the Kettle Moraine School 
District is more than just academics.  
Part of our mission is to cultivate 
citizenship and personal development 
for all students. We believe that devel-
oping positive habits, mindsets and 
dispositions will help our students be 
successful in college, careers and life.

One of the ways the District has been 
promoting this work is through build-
ing readiness habits with students. 
Enter any school in Kettle Moraine and 
you’ll see evidence of this work being 
incorporated into classroom lessons, 
projects and culture-building activities. 
Each school has a plan for habits they 
are working on with students, which 
often includes students gathering evi-
dence and documenting their personal 
growth with the habits. 

Pictured above: After students at 
Dousman Elementary demonstrate a 
habit they get to sign a large banner 
which is displayed in the cafeteria. 
Other schools also have recognition 
activities around the readiness habits.

Join us for a three-part book study to learn how to support students in 
developing readiness habits. Open to any parent or community member!

Discussion will be led by KM Explore Director Laura Dahm.  
Sign up at www.kmsd.edu/habitsofmind. 

January 17, February 7 & 21  
6 p.m., KM High School

HABITS* INCLUDE:

• Persisting

• Managing Impulsivity

•  Listening with 
Understanding  
and Empathy

• Thinking Flexibly

•  Thinking about Thinking 
(Metacognition)

• Striving for Accuracy

•  Questioning and  
Posing Problems

•  Applying Past Knowledge 
to New Situations

•  Thinking and 
Communicating with 
Clarity and Precision

•  Gathering Data  
through All Senses

•  Creating, Imagining, 
Innovating

•  Responding with 
Wonderment and Awe

•  Taking Responsible Risks

•  Finding Humor

•  Thinking 
Interdependently

•  Remaining Open to 
Continuous Learning
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SCHOOLS   

CITIZENSHIP & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

 “One person can make a difference.” 
That’s the key message students heard from State Representative 
Cindi Duchow, State Representative Joel Kleefisch and Delafield 
Mayor Michele DeYoe during a panel discussion that helped kick 
off their unit on government and elections. Students learned about 
their backgrounds, what they do and like about their jobs, and tips 
they have for students to succeed in school and life. 

  Thanks to the support of our local municipal clerks, several 
eligible KM students enjoyed the convenience of voter registra-
tion services on campus for two days in October. Representatives 
from the Village of Wales, Town and City of Delafield, Town of 
Ottawa, Town of Genesee, Village of Dousman, Village of North 
Prairie and Village of Summit registered interested students and 
staff members.  

LEGISLATORS, MUNICIPAL LEADERS 
SUPPORTING KM STUDENTS

HABITS OF MIND BOOK DISCUSSION

* These habits are based on the 
Habits of Mind framework by 
Costa & Kallick. 

With tax bills arriving in mailboxes in December, it’s a good time to understand how your tax dollars support schools.
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HOW SCHOOLS ARE FUNDED
The revenues that fund our District come from two major sources: state 
aid and local property taxes. Kettle Moraine has experienced a decline 
in financial support from state revenues every year for over a decade. 
This results in a shift in the amount of financial support that must be 
provided by our local taxpayers. Even though our revenue amount per 
student is significantly less than neighboring districts, our taxpayer sup-
port comprises the majority of our funding. This year our taxpayers are 
also beginning to provide financial support for students attending private 
schools. We thank our local community for supporting our commitment 
to provide education excellence and opportunity.

 
Kettle Moraine Serves  
10 Municipalities 
School taxes within KM depend on 
property values within municipalities. 
The amount you see on your tax bill 
depends on which municipality you live in, and the percentage of 
total property value that your municipality has within the District.  

Wisconsin Schools are Not Funded Equally  
When revenue limits were established in 1993, each Wisconsin school 
district was placed in a formula based on their spending history. 
KM’s conservative spending placed us in the bottom 10% of districts 
statewide. Some districts, even with the same number of students 
and same demographics, receive millions of dollars more per year 
because they were placed at a higher level in the formula. Waukesha 
County K-12 school districts currently have the following revenue limit 
amounts per student: 

Property Taxes are Funding Private Schools
The 2016-17 budget marks the first time that Kettle Moraine’s state aid 
was reduced due to the state’s school voucher program, the program 
that funds students attending private schools. KM received $40,000 less 
in state aid due to the program this year. As illustrated at left, when state 
aid decreases, property taxes increase. This means that in 2017, KM 
taxpayers are paying $40,000 more to fund students in private schools.

KM Property Taxpayers Supported a  
Facilities & Technology Referendum in 2014
The passage of the 2014 referendum allowed KMSD to borrow $49.6 
million to complete improvements at all school buildings. This had an 
estimated tax impact of $0.44 per thousand dollars of property value. 
However, at the same time this debt was taken on, the District had paid 
off previously-incurred debt. Therefore, taxpayers didn’t see an actual 
increase in their school taxes due to the referendum, rather old debt 
was replaced by new debt. We thank our taxpayers for their support.

COMMUNITY   

SCHOOL TAX & FUNDING INFORMATION

If you are interested in learning more or getting involved in discussions to help influence  
changes to the school funding formula at the state level, visit www.kmsd.edu/schoolfunding.

In 1993 revenue limits were established. Revenue limits cap 
the amount a school district can receive per student. After 
state aid is distributed each year, a school district can tax  
its property owners up to the district’s revenue limit amount. 
Therefore, as state aid goes down, property taxes go up.

PROPERTY TAXES 
STATE AID +
REVENUE LIMITS
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Relationship Between Kettle Moraine 
State Aid and Property Tax

05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17

(58%, $9.5M) Decrease in State Aid since 2005–06 (causing increase in Property Tax)

(32%, $8.7M) Increase in Property Tax since 2005–06 (due to loss in State Aid)

»»

ELMBROOK$11,610

NEW BERLIN$11,269

MENOMONEE FALLS$11,068

HAMILTON$10,365

PEWAUKEE$10,392

MUSKEGO$10,086

OCONOMOWOC$10,007

KETTLE MORAINE$9,870

WAUKESHA$9,822

MUKWONAGO$9,200

DID YOU 
KNOW?

With tax bills arriving in mailboxes in December, it’s a good time to understand how your tax dollars support schools.



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT

School District of Kettle Moraine 
563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183 
Phone: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.eduCOMMUNICATOR

KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The School District of 
Kettle Moraine does not 
discriminate on the basis 
of religion, sex, race, color, 
national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, 
membership in the National 
Guard, state defense force 
or any reserve component 
of the United States Military 
or state military forces, preg-
nancy, marital or parental 
status, sexual orientation or 
physical, mental, emotional, 
or learning disability or 
handicap or other basis 
prohibited under state or 
federal law.

WINTER

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY:  
NATHAN CHOW

FACEBOOK.COM/KMDISTRICT TWITTER.COM/KMDISTRICTSTAY CONNECTED!

KMSD CALENDAR DATES  | Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the complete 2016-2017 School Calendar.

SIGN-UP AT 
WWW.KMSD.EDU

2017

INSTAGRAM.COM/KMSCHOOLS

KMSD is currently seeking dedicated, 
enthusiastic individuals to work in our 
schools! We have opportunities for:

 •  Full-time Maintenance Technician
 •   Part-time Nutritional  

Service Employees
 •  Part-time Custodians
 •   Part-time & Substitute  

Paraprofessionals

Visit www.kmsd.edu/employment or 
call 262-968-6300 for more information.

SCHOOL BOARD 
CANDIDATE FILING
Two seats on the Kettle Moraine School 
Board will be up for election on April 
4, 2017. Interested candidates must file 
a Campaign Registration Statement and 
Declaration of Candidacy by 5 PM on 
January 3, 2017. For more information  
visit www.kmsd.edu/boardelection.

* for parents of students who are NOT currently enrolled in KM 4K

SURVEY OPPORTUNITY– 
HELP US SHAPE OUR 
PROGRAMMING! 

KM Community Education programs offer educational and enriching 
experiences to raise the quality of life for youth and adults in our com-
munity. Help us serve you better by telling us what opportunities you’d 
like to see! Please complete an online survey which will help the KM 
Community Education Department plan future programming for both 
children and adults.

Take the survey through December 15 at www.kmsd.edu/communityed.

BUILDING  
PARENT- 
CHILD  
RELATIONSHIPS
January 16, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Cushing Elementary 
www.kmsd.edu/parentresources  

Breakfast
WIT H S anta

& HOLIDAY 
     CRAFT FAIR

DEC.3rd
 

8:30AM 
until 2PM

KMHS

Hosted by the 
Symphonic Band

WINTER 
BREAK

December 23  
through 

January 2 
Students 

resume school  
on January 3

DECEMBER

2017-18 4K & 5K PARENT 
INFORMATION NIGHT
• January 19

• Wales Elementary

• New to KM 5K* - 5:00 p.m.

• KM 4K - 6:30 p.m.

 A 
GREAT 
PLACE 
TO 
WORK


